Gaunching of Steamer “Wakiki” 
7 for the United States Shipping Board 
at the 
Vards of the Wilson Shipbuilding Company 
Astoria, Oregun, Sept. 2, 1918 


Garnching Exercises 
“Star Spangled Banner . Francis Scott Keys 


Rendered by the Wilson Yard Brass Band - 
25 members 


Biner gency Fleet Corporation March - - 
De Saixeau 
~ Rendered by the Wilson Band 
(This will be the first time this inspiriting march 
will have been rendered in public in Astoria) 


Dixie sere | - Pickens 
Rendered by the Wilson Yard Brass Band 


Three cheers for Our Country, for Our Flag, for 


'. Our President, for Our Soldiers and Our Sailors, 


and for the Emergency Fleet Corporation, Unit- 
ed States Shipping Board. 


Mrs. Fred C. Wilson, wife of Mr. Fred C. Wil- 
son, Foreman of Construction of this ship, has 
been chosen as sponsor. 


Mrs. Wilson will be presented with a beautiful 
souvenir of the launching by the Wilson Ship- 
building Co. 


Launching - -“T Name Thee Wakiki.” 


As the vessel starts down the ways Mrs. Wilson 
breaks a bottle of(=* on the stem of the 
vessel, and utters the words— 


“IT Name Thee WAKIKI”’ 


Wakiki is a compound word of the Walla-Walla 
tribe of Indians, which means crooked “water 
or wind or storm tossed water.” The original 
habitat of this tribe was the territory now em- 
braced within the limits of Eastern Washington 
and parts of Eastern Oregon. Relative to this 
name a remarkable coincidence is this: _In the 
Hawaiian dialect which is Polynesian the prefix ' 
and affix of their word Waikiki has precisely 
the same significance as the above word, altho - 
the orthography is slightly different. The 
above is the name applied to the famous surf 
beach just outside the harbor of Honolulu, 
Oahu, Hawaii, one of the most famous resorts 
in the world. 


Laying of the Keel for Hull No. 8 on ways which 
have been vacated by launching of above vessel. 
Thanking all for their attendance on behalf of 
the Wilson Shipbuilding Co. 


F. KANKKONEN, General Manager. 
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